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The Gr [éﬁ shippér is in trouble in Pp‘ur countries, on
four counts. Most of his.woes stem from the deal he made

with Saudt‘Aﬂ%ﬁg to fr(iﬁsporf Middle East'gil.
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In Washmgton 11:181: weck, the &pstlcc

Dept.  announce "that it , was. JSWing

Onassis, three of “his silent p%tncrs,

and six of his COIPOI"IthllS for, $40-

million and Hle return  of 1H gwar
surplus  ships na5315 had  bouy }t
Earlier this yeat, the vcrnmcnt

]odged crlrmml thartes against T]ﬁnl
for the same dcal.

" In Paris a few days carlicr, anodlcl
Greck, mnamed Spyridon  Catapodis,
alleged in court that Omussis—using
disappearing " ink and other spurious
means—had cheated him out of a
$560,000 fcc to be paid for bribing
Saudi  Arabian  government  othicials
into signing a contract granting Onassis
rights to carry oil produced by Arabiun
Amcrican  Oil Co. (BW-— May22°54,
p27).

In Peru a w ck before that, the gov-
cmment bran@éd Onassis a pirate, and
its government scized five vessels of his
whaling flcet.

In Saudi Arabia, it was rcported,

steps arce b(;&][(?,ptrl(!)(Vé éoi': ﬂlt‘R,elllélglsd-e

‘tion of the @légﬁ;ls oil haulmg] con-
tract.” 91

+U. S. Cla —'] he Justice., Dcpt
scems  to l)c Falmg lmrsh]y with
Qnassis, compg,rgd with the way if
rcated  othery popcitizens who uscd
fiumm\ (,ompa{x‘ms to obtain . surplus
;yessels. In mogt of the other cascs,
Jgriminal charges have been dropped,
and amicable settlements made. Con-
“sidering the Jow market value of the
ships today, and the sad state of ship-
ping rates, the U. S. has little to gain
from tdkmﬂ back these vesscls. e

The recovery suit and thg size of
Washington’s cash claim might indicate
that the government 1s upset about
the way Onassis has been operating.
Where other Greek shippers in trouble
have hired public relations men  to
sweceten  their reputation, Omassis has
taken a rather cavalier position—talking
to the press when he fecls like it
dodging it at other times. But more
important i Washington,  Onassis’
deal with the Sandi Arabs has angered
and frightened many people.

Arabian American Oil Co. is keep-
ing its mouth shut about its feclings.
and su are its owner companies—Jerscy
Stundard, Standard of California, Texas
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Onassis up to the dcal.

But Paris, Spyridon Catapodis
claims tl%ai! he’%ﬂﬂl comitisged to
ucgotrﬁe for the tanker - operator.
C"lt“lPOdIS maintains that ‘he set np
pe. h _an elabomtf et
tiatic I‘ﬂ)s:\,

E:s belicve thit Ouassis
n the agreement if he
ments directly from the
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t is said that hc owes
35-million on ship mori-

—The Peru whaling fasco
Jnassis a big hunk of money,
teo. He has been connected with wha]-
e for a couple of dccades. a
to turn a high prpfit fasti
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Peru, like Chile and FKcuador, has
sct 4 200-mile limit from its coast
within which it docsn’t want foreign
whalers to fish. Its rcas§nr claiming
such a wide strip is tAat coastal vil-
lages derive much of their income from
whales they catch in small boats. A
big flect fishing in these waters Ieaycs
notliing for the Iocals. Other natidhs

. - R [K4]
have objected to the Peruvian ,ic}nm,
but they have complied. ubft_

Onassis, however, needs fg’l{(‘: §s.
million or more he czm""’r ¢ fiom
the catch, so he ‘sent his flegt to the
South Amcrican coast. Thé Pcruvian
CPYRGHT navy grabbed five of his vessels—within
the 200-mile limit, it says; Onassis
claims it was outside. Whatever the
case, when the scason opened Dee. 1,
the Ounassis fleet was still bottled up
in Peru.

Mcanwhile, in New York, a heavily
accented man at Onassis’ office who
identificd himscelf as “Mr. Brown” said
that the boss “has just lcft the country
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